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Fatal Electrocution in Orange County, CA Leads to Criminal Charges 

 

Criminal charges have been filed against several individuals of Five Star Plastering located in Laguna Hills, CA.  The 

charges result from an accident that resulted in the fatal electrocution of one employee and serious injuries to a sec-

ond employee. Charges were filed against the company’s president, safety coordinator and crew supervisor by the 

Orange County District Attorney. The maximum penalties for the charges, if convicted, are up to 3 years in prison 

and fines of $250,000 for each person. The company is facing fines of $1.5 million.   

 

The charges are related to a 2015 accident for which the company has already been cited for 6 serious violations 

and one willful by Cal/OSHA with proposed penalties of nearly $165,000.  The  incident involved a 2 man crew re-

portedly with 3 weeks experience on the job, who were directed to erect and climb a scaffold at a high school stadi-

um to set a football banner.  It was determined that the employee stood on the scaffold to attach the banner and was 

located 2’ from an overhead 12,000 volt electrical line.  The employee was fatally electrocuted.  This was followed by 

the second employee climbing up to help and sustaining injuries when he was shocked and thrown off the 20’ scaf-

fold.   

  

The indication is that charges were filed against the president of the company for directing the work.  Charges are 

filed against the safety coordinator for failing to inspect the site and against the crew supervisor for failing to check 

the clearance between the scaffold and the high voltage electrical line, which according to Cal-OSHA regulations 

should have been a minimum approach distance of 6’  
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